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news
Okanagan author visiting Osoyoos Visitor Centre
Author will
be discussing
two recently
published
travel guides
to the
Okanagan
BY MATHEW WHITE
Osoyoos Times
Laurie Carter has been
a travel writer for the past
15 years. But despite visiting some of the most
exotic places around the
world, for Carter, nothing
comes close compared to
the beautiful Okanagan.
“I call myself an unabashed cheerleader
for the Okanagan,” said
Carter. “I just really like
writing about my own
backyard.”
Carter moved to the
Okanagan from Ontario

in 1991. She said she’s a
tad embarrassed to admit
it, but at the time, she
didn’t know somewhere
so beautiful existed in
Canada. She said she
was shocked to find a
home where it’s common
to have to remove cactus
thorns from your socks
after a short hike.
“I’ve just been fascinated with the ecology
here,” said Carter.
After writing about the
Okanagan for the past
15 years, Carter said she
really wanted to put out
a book that really encompassed all of her knowledge, so in 2010 she published the travel guide
Grandma Wears Hiking
Boots: A Personal Guide
to the Okanagan Valley.
After releasing Grandma Wears Hiking Boots,
Carter said she got a lot
of great feedback, especially on the photographs.
She said a number of
people kept telling her
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Laurie Carter, a travel writer/photographer based in the
Okanagan for the past 15 years, will be speaking at the
British Columbia Visitor Centre @ Osoyoos on Tuesday,
Feb. 21 in regards to her two recently published travel
guides of the Okanagan.

they wished the pictures
were even bigger. So she
figured, “why not?” And
in 2011, with the help
of her husband and coauthor/co-photographer Bruce Kemp, Gifts of
the Okanagan was published.
“Gifts of the Okanagan is essentially a coffee-table book, with very
large photos, but in that
book I’ve also tried to
make it more than just
the photos, so there are
extended captions with
each one,” said Carter. “I’ve tried to give little nuggets of history or
information or things
about the valley so that
it’s more than just the pictures, there’s some information there too.”
Carter will be heading
to the British Columbia
Visitor Centre @ Osoyoos on Tuesday, Feb. 21
for a slideshow/speaking
presentation all about the
Okanagan.
Tony Munday, man-

ager at the centre, said
with the large population
of snowbirds in Osoyoos
at this time of the year,
this would be a perfect
afternoon.
“We carry her two
books here and we
thought it would be a
good fit for the snowbirds
at this time of the year to
see the types of different
things that can be done
throughout the Okanagan, because she has different things in her books
from Kelowna all the
way down to Osoyoos,
and it’s from the point of
view of ‘Grandma’, which
most of our snowbirds
are grandparents,” said
Munday.
An Afternoon with
Grandma is being held
on February 21 at 1 p.m.
and is free to anyone who
cares to drop in. The Visitors Centre is, however,
asking anyone interested in attending to RSVP
by February 17 by calling
250-495-5410.

A New Okanagan
Correctional Centre means:

New Jobs,
New Families,
A Stronger Economy.
I would like to give many thanks to the communities of Oliver,
Osoyoos and the Regional District for their incredible support.
We could only accomplish this with everyone on board.
Great thanks and huge congratulations are due to Chief
Clarence Louie and the Osoyoos Indian Band who instilled
unwavering conﬁdence in the community and stakeholders.

Government officials and local dignitaries gather to celebrate the selection of Senkulmen Enterprise Park for
the new Okanagan correctional centre. From left to right: Minister Mary Polak, Osoyoos Indian Band Chief Clarence Louie,
MLA John Slater, Minister Shirley Bond, Premier Christy Clark and MLA Ben Stewart.
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And of course, a big thanks to Premier Christy Clark and
Minister of Justice Shirley Bond. This supports public services
such as our local schools and hospital –
and truly puts families ﬁrst.
Well done everyone!
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